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													Making sense of the Massachusetts primaries
By Joan Vennochi, Abdallah Fayyad, and Charles Chieppo
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			Representative Seth Moulton concedes defeat to incumbent Senator Ed Markey at an election night gathering of supporters in Dorchester on Tuesday, September 1, 2026. (Ken McGagh for The Boston Globe)







			On Tuesday, Massachusetts held primaries for state, local, and federal offices. We asked our three writers to weigh in.







		 




			Moulton could have been truer to his own beliefs
By Joan Vennochi







			Around 5 p.m. on primary day, I ran into Representative Seth Moulton at the polling station where I vote. When I asked if he would have changed anything about his campaign for US Senate if he could have done it over again, he said: “I’m sure there are things that I could have done differently along the way, but I’m very proud of the campaign that we’ve run, the team that we’ve built, and the values that we hold.”
It’s routine for candidates to say they are proud of their campaign. But I hope Moulton — who lost badly to Senator Ed Markey in the Democratic primary — does think about what he might have done differently. If he ever runs for office again — and I hope he does — he should do it in a way that’s truer to his own beliefs.
In the run against Markey, Moulton tried to make the fight strictly about age, while insisting there were no differences between himself and Markey on policy and ideology. Progressives were never going to buy that, especially with Markey making sure they would not forget that Moulton, as Markey put it, threw “trans kids under the bus.” But it was also no way to sell himself to voters who might actually have been looking for something different, not just for someone younger.
As for Markey, at 80 he had grown very fond during the campaign of saying that it was not his age that matters, but the age of his ideas.
In Tuesday’s primary, what seemed to matter most was the perceived progressiveness of those ideas versus those of the 47-year-old Moulton.
The Green New Deal, Medicare for All, civil rights for transgender athletes: By clinging to that ultra-progressive dogma, as well as to its disciples — Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, Representatives Ayanna Pressley and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez — Markey easily won. He will return to Washington for a sixth term, one that will take him to age 86, if he serves to the end of it.
Markey has said he would step aside if he felt he could not do the job. Would he also step aside to pave the way for a younger progressive protégé? That’s already a source of speculation and gossip.
For Moulton, taking on an entrenched incumbent like Markey was always going to be an uphill battle. But it was in character. After all, he won election to Congress in 2014 by ousting an incumbent Democrat, a somewhat rare feat in Massachusetts that endeared him to no one in the delegation.
Nothing he did afterwards, such as challenging the leadership of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, made him any more popular with fellow lawmakers. He made things even harder for himself with the words he spoke about transgender athletes after the 2024 presidential election.
But he was right about the need to pass the torch.
And Markey was also right when it came to understanding that voters needed something more than age to convince them now was the time to do so.







													Age is a fake issue
By Abdallah Fayyad







			Senator Ed Markey wants you to know that age is just a number. And one of the takeaways from the 80-year-old incumbent’s big win is that maybe he’s right
We’ve been made to think that age is a concern for voters across the board since President Biden dropped out of the 2024 presidential race because of fears about his cognitive state. But more and more, it seems like age is a non-issue. It only seems to matter to voters in two circumstances: Either when a candidate shows them visible signs of decline (like in the case of Biden), or when it’s a candidate they simply don’t like. That’s why politicians like Bernie Sanders and Ed Markey keep getting reelected despite being octogenarians — they still have a lot of energy, and their constituents seem to like them.
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			Sen. Edward Markey reacts after winning the Democratic nomination during a primary election night event Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2026, in Boston. (Charles Krupa/AP)







			Even in the case of President Trump, who turned 80 this year, age wasn’t a hindrance in the last election — mostly because even though he’s often incoherent, he still yells for hours at a time at his rallies and that helps him come off as high energy. And the people who voted against him in 2024 weren’t as concerned about his age as they were about his inflammatory rhetoric, temperament, and policy positions.
I have no doubt that if Markey was a moderate, progressives would have attacked him for his age. And if Moulton was 80 years old, then moderate voters would have looked the other way and said that at least his age brings wisdom and experience. Age, in other words, may very well be baggage that older candidates carry — and it will be weaponized against them — but in most cases, it’s just not enough to sink a candidacy.
For all his efforts to make the race about age, Moulton’s campaign foundered because it was uninspired. The 47-year-old representative is more moderate than Markey, but instead of focusing on the policy issues that distinguish him from Markey’s progressive politics, Moulton decided to make generational change the centerpiece of his campaign. And voters clearly felt that message was not compelling enough.
So if you’re a young candidate looking to unseat a longtime incumbent — or if you’re a longtime incumbent seeking to hold onto your elected post for yet another cycle — take a page from Markey’s playbook: Forget about your opponent’s age for a moment, make an affirmative case for your candidacy, and, above all, campaign on your ideas.







		
	The MassGOP isn’t ready for prime time
By Charles Chieppo







			The Republican gubernatorial primary that ended with Mike Minogue winning in a landslide over Brian Shortsleeve demonstrated that the Massachusetts GOP is still very far from being taken seriously.
Shortsleeve was a smart and serious candidate with an impressive record in both the private and public sector.  Running the MBTA, which he did under Governor Charlie Baker, is not exactly a springboard to the corner office, but Shortsleeve was the last person to balance the T’s budget, and he began the dramatic increase in capital investment that is finally bearing fruit today. Before that, he graduated from Harvard and served in the Marine Corps.  (Full disclosure: I’m friendly with Shortsleeve; I don’t know Minogue.)
Mike Minogue is also a veteran and was wildly successful in the private sector, running a medical device company called Abiomed. But his primary campaign doesn’t bode well for the fall race against Governor Maura Healey. Some of that is his fault, but more of the blame lies with the state party.
Last spring’s Republican Convention in Worcester was a mess.  It ran hours behind schedule – so far behind that the delegates started leaving. In a savvy political move, the Minogue campaign stepped in and picked up the bar tab to keep delegates in the building. Minogue won by a wide margin, with Shortsleeve barely securing the 15 percent required to get on the ballot.
After the convention, Minogue and Republican leaders mounted an ill-conceived effort to get Shortsleeve to drop out. Minogue refused to debate him – a move that will only make it harder for Minogue to get Healey on a debate stage this fall.
In the short term, no Republican – especially a pro-life conservative like Minogue – could survive the anti-Trump wave that will wash across the Bay State in November. But Massachusetts desperately needs a functioning opposition if it is to escape the many pitfalls of one-party government. It did not make progress during this campaign.
Charles Chieppo is a senior fellow at the Pioneer Institute.
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